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the favourite of Wagner's family and disciples, and owed a great
deal to their patronage.
Both Schopenhauer and Nietzsche represent a type of roman-
ticism which was modified by modern naturalism. The phil-
osophy of idealism and romanticism was based on the belief in
the higher spiritual nature of man which expressed itself either in
the reason of the individual or in collective reason. In the
philosophy of romantic naturalism, however, man appears as a
highly developed animal actuated by instincts. Nietzsche revels
in admiration of the wonderful human beast of prey. Ideas of
modern biology, especially that of the relentless " struggle for
existence " and the power of heredity as instruments of racial
vigour and progress, have played a great r61e in developing the
ideology of modern nationalism. After the last war Oswald
Spengler published his Decline of the West which, together with
other writings of the author, preached the idea of a national and
militaristic dictatorship on the basis of a naturalistic and romantic
philosophy. His books had a great influence on the German
intellectuals. Many books of the same spirit by other authors
also served the cause of anti-democratic nationalism,1 and con-
tributed to that poisoning of the German youth which enabled
Hitler to seize power. The romantic spirit was in its beginnings
the temper of an intellectual elite of idealists. Finally it produced
slogans of vulgar demagogy for the intoxication of a youth devoid
of reverence for the spirit, and destined to become the instruments
of the most powerful and anti-intellectual slave-holder in history;
19.   INDIVIDUALISM, ROMANTICISM AND NATIONALITY IN BRITAIN
The middle of the eighteenth century marked the beginning
of movements for great reforms, initiated by the revival of
Christian humanitarianism and the rise of Utilitarianism. Both
were more or less reactions against the one-sided rationalism of
many exponents of enlightenment. Romanticism, the revolt of
sentiment against reason and against a sophisticated civilization,
also developed at the same time, often in close alliance with
traditionalism. All these spiritual forces implied a better under-
standing of certain aspects of nationality, sympathy with nationali-
ties striving for liberty, a wish for the strengthening of unity
between the classes within a nation and for the improvement of
relations between nations. Moreover, they had a great influence
1 Gf. Rohan Butler,- The Roots of National Socialism, 1941, and S, D. Stirk, The
Prussian Spirit, 1941.